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Three Houghton Faculty Receive Tenure
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Professor Jamie Potter is an Assitant

Professor of Biology and is also Director

of Pre-Health Professions.

HATTIE BURGHER

This past week, the an-
nouncement was made that

Professors Lori Huth, Dr.

John Rowley, and Dr. Ja-
mie Potter would be receiv-

ing tenure. Tenure provides

ANTHONY BURD
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Professor John Rowly is an Assistant Professor Lori Huth is an Assistant

Professor of Chemistry, as well as a Professor of Creative Writing, in addition

member of the Science Honors Faculty. to teaching courses in English.

job security for the faculty
member, who has typically
served six years, subject to
the guidelines of Houghton's
Statement of Community
Responsibility and Doctrinal
Statement. Specifically for
Houghton, tenured faculty
members need to have an

earned degree in a field relat-

Obama Proposes Free
Community College
SYLVIA MORROW

Last week in the State

of the Union Address, Presi-
dent Barack Obama outlined

America's College Promise, a
plan to "lower the cost of com-
munity college -- to zero."

According to The Chron-
icle of Higher Education,
the proposal aims to waive
tuition for community col-
lege students who maintain a
minimum 2.5 GPA and "make

steady progress toward com-
pleting their program." The
plan applies to both half-time
and full-time students and

includes certificate, associ-
ate, and bachelor's degrees.
The plan would cost the fed-
eral government an estimated
$60-billion over ten years,
which would cover 75% of

projected costs, while partici-
pating states would be asked
to fund the other 25%.

Dn Linda Mills Woolsey,
Dean of the College, who
said she has "mixed feelings"
about the plan, described it as
a "well-intentioned" attempt
to "meet a projected education
gap" and to "make sure that
there's access to education

for people from all economic
backgrounds." Woolsey said
doing this solely through the

community college system,
however, encourages the mass-
production of education,"we're
imagining a kind of Henry
Ford type way to get students
through their first couple years
of education."

Eric Currie, Vice President

for Enrollment Management,
said while iniwtially the plan
might "create a challenging
moment" for Houghton, the
already existing "great transfer
processes" Houghton has with
community colleges will be
an important asset. Currie said
Houghton is likely to continue
to prioritize the continued de-
velopment of online programs
and of the Buffalo campus of
Houghton, both of which more
closely meet the needs of the
demographic of students pri-
marily targeted by America's
College Promise.

President Shirley Mullen
said her primary concern is the
current prominence of cost in
the dialogue about higher edu-
cation would make it "easy for
the idea of a free two-year col-
lege to just be too tempting for
students for whom that really
isn't the best option and not the
only option," and usually the

See COLLEGE page 2

ed to their teaching and show
strength in integration of faith
with learning and practice,
teaching, scholarship and ser-
vice to the college.

Despite popular belief,
tenure is not job security for
life no matter what the faculty
member does, but a guarantee
of full due process in evalua-

tions of performance and be-
havior.

The process to attain ten-
ure is a lengthy one. Over the
course ofthe six years served,
multiple people and commit-
tees review the faculty mem-
bers' applications, teachings,
scholarship and service. Ev-
eryone from faculty peers to

President Mullen is involved

in the process.
Relief that the strenuous

and rigorous process is over
is the general consensus of
the three professors. "The ap-
plication process itself is a lot

See TENURE page 3

Houghton First in Nation to Offer
Liberal Arts Data Science Class

LUKE LAUER

This semester, Houghton
became the first liberal arts

college in the country to of-
fer an undergraduate class in
data science. It is also the first

Christian liberal arts college
to offer any class in data sci-
ence according to Carmen,
McKell, cofounder of Base-

Metrics.

"Data Science is the art

of turning data into actions,"
says the to The Field Guide

for Data Science.
Seminar in Data Science

hosted guest speaker Paul
Yacci, data scientist at Booz
Allen Hamilton and co-au-

thor of The Field Guide for
Data Science, on Jan. 21,

marking the first official class
of the semester. Yacci said,

"It will certainly will be in-
teresting to see what comes

out of liberal arts background
towards data science." He

said he was "excited to kick

of the series" and is the first

of many guest speakers to be
part of the weekly seminar.

According to course coor-
dinator and technology librar-
ian, Glen Avery, the course
has weekly guest speakers
from the field of data science

See DATA page 3

COURTESY OF CARMEN MCKELL

Paul Yacci, Booz Allen Hamilton data scientist, guest lectured on Jan. 21,2014 for the Seminar in

Data Science class which is the first class offered to seniors for the pending new dam science major.
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INTERNATIONAL U Boko Haram Attacks in Nigeria
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The Boko Hararm, a

militant terrorist group in
Nigeria, attacked and took

COLLEGE from page 1

rhetoric about cost "underesti-

mates the impact of [four year]
education on even one's finan-

cial resources over the long
haul." She described a sadness

in the potential loss, not just for
Houghton, but for all students
pursuing higher education if the
proposal draws students away
from four-year learning com-

control of Monguno,Nigeria mainly insurgents, according
on Sunday. The town hosts to The Guardian.
a large military barracks and The town of Mon-

is home to 100,000 people. guno, with its military bar-
The group also launched an racks, previously acted as
attack on the Borno State an important protection for
capital city of Maiduguri, Maiduguri. Now, with the
85 miles from Monguno, but fall of Monguno, the Boko
did not take control. All this Haram are in a better posi-
after the Baga Massacre ear- tion to advance on Maidu-
lier this year, in which over guri.
2,000 people were killed. The two cities are in

Survivors of the re- a strategic position in the
cent attacks reported the reb- northeast, near the neighbor-
els came through villages, ing countries of Cameroon,
slitting throats, looting and Chad, and Niger. Boko Ha-
burning homes, and abduct- ram leader, Abubakar Shek-
ing women and children. Of- au, has expressed intentions
ficials said these attack were of expanding the attacks to
a significant advance in a nearby Niger and Cameroon.
campaign to encircle Maidu- According to The Wall Street
guri that started last summer, Journal, Chad is presently
as reported by The New York spared from threats because
Times. More than 200 com- of the French anti-Islamist

batants died in the fighting, military group, Operation

munities that in general provide
" more coherent educationa

overall." However, Mullen also

said, "we would like to have

more transfer students" as they
often bring a greater apprecia-
tion for Houghton and a more
focused drive. Currently, trans-
fer students make up 18% of in-
coming students and 15% ofthe
student body.

Currie said while he sup-
ports anything that will bring
education to more people, he
would have liked to see the gov-

ernment offer to pay two years
of tuition for eligible students
at any college that was able to
meet a given price cap. "I would
say challenge us all to rise to the
occasion. Not just community
colleges," said Currie. "Chal-
lenge whoever is willing to go
and make it happen...I think
that that edifies some of the

best things about our society
which is innovation, entrepre-
neurship...and the kind of take
charge personality, and yet still
meeting people's needs."

Barkhane. Headquartered in
Chad's capital, Operation
Barkhane has 3,000 French
forces.

The Boko Haram killed

an estimated 11,245 people
in 2014, according to the
Council on Foreign Rela-
tions. The Wall Street Jour-

nal reported these recent
ruthless events by the Boko
Haram, including the Baga
Massacre, are due to a shift

from insurgency tactics to
governance. Following simi-
lar tactics of Islamic State of

Iraq and Syrica (ISIS), Boko
Haram is employing a war-
lord model for governance in
the areas that take control.

These recent attacks

come before Nigeria's up-
coming elections on Feb. 14.
John Kerry, the U.S. secre-
tary of state, visited Lagos,

The needs of the people are
not just financial. Woolsey said
she embraces the social good of
widely-available free education,
but is not sure "it will do what

we want it to do if in the process
we lose the richness and variety
of higher education." Wool-
sey said, "These small private
colleges and even some of the
midsized, private Christian col-
leges offer an education that's
Inore varied, sometimes more

creative, and certainly more fo-
cused on the individual."

the nation's commercial

capital, at the same time of
these attacks. He was there

to encourage peaceful elec-
tions next month.

The New York Times

reported, "Mr. Kerry said
the United States was

prepared to do more to
help the faltering Nigerian
Military." However, "He
warned that the level of

American support would
be influenced by the
determination of Nigeria's
politicians to carry out a fair
and peaceful election."*

Luke is a senior communication

and art major.

Though at this point it
seems highly unlikely that the
proposal will make it through
congress any time soon, Currie
said, "Whether it's President
Obama or the next President or

the President after that, 1 think

that something like this is going
to come through... it's on the
radar in the federal government
and in the state governments
that they feel that they really
want to have an impact on this
issue, and I think they feel it's
important."*

Lack of Theatre Life on Campus Draws Attention

THOMAS ECKERT

There are no plays
planned for this semester at
Houghton. The school's the-
ater clubs have experienced
a dearth of interest from

the student body. This loss
of momentum is a result of

several factors, yet there is
movement on the part of the
faculty to breathe life into
Houghton theater.

Wynn Horton, ' 15, has
been deeply involved with
theater in his time at Hough-
ton. He expressed his con-
cern, "2014-2015 is the first

of several years at Houghton
in which there has been no

theatre. We have had a pleth-
ora of plays and musicals
over the last 4 years and now
hit a drought."

There are two active the-

ater groups on campus: En-
core and Houghton Musical
Theater Players. Formerly,
the Shakespeare Players put
on works by their namesake
before being subsumed into
Encore. These groups have
faced an economic challenge
over the past few years as the
cost of copyright has become
greater than net revenue from

the production.
With the reduction of the

student body, there are fewer
students participating in pro-
ductions though the overall
percentage of students inter-
ested in the performing arts
may not have changed. En-
core president Sarah Wright
views the problem as a, "vi-
cious circle." As a result of

fewer students participating
in productions, other students
know less about the produc-
tions because they don't per-
meate as much of the cam-

pus population, thus even
fewer students participate in
later productions. This cycle
runs parallel to another. The
lack of funding for the plays
means that they cannot have
as high a quality as they
would otherwise. This results

in a lack of attendance, and

therefore a lack of funding
for further performance ven-
tures. The solution might be
to change ticket prices, how-
ever, if they are raised, the
audience will shrink. If they
are lowered, the overall rev-

enue might shrink as well.
It is difficult to find a

clear answer to breaking this
cycle. It may not be able to
raise itselfup from its current
status without outside help.
Encore has made several ef-

forts to increase its appeal to
students. They have held an

activity themed workshop on
stage make-up that they had
hoped would be joined by
other theater-centric work-

shops. The low attendance of
the first workshop cancelled
any further plans o f this kind.
They have also looked into
performing smaller plays,
such as one-acts. Professor

Wardwell suggested they par-
ticipate in a 72-hour "The-
ater Blitz" wherein a play is
written, cast, and performed
in 3 days. The size of these
productions make them a bet-
ter fit for the present interest
and funding. Their short term
involvement means students

aren't required to commit as
much time to them.

These efforts have been

matched by further chal-
lenges. Theater groups have
had trouble renting spaces
to practice and even per-
form plays, relegating them
to classrooms until opening
night. The Encore Theater
Group recently had to relo-
cate their props and equip-
ment from the building now
occupied by Addie's Ice
Cream. The group under-
stands the need for the move,

but found the replacement
location provided by the col-
lege meant having to throw
away half of their props due
to size constraints.

There is a chance

that the dry spell of theater
interest could be part of a
larger cycle. Horton thinks
that it parallels other Hough-
ton activities, "It makes

sense that one group of stu-
dents had the momentum to

pull off large theatre produc-
tions while others don't. In

the same way, other student
organizations or campus

events go through similar
ebb and Row patterns. For
example, the student govern-
ment's presence and interest
in it comes and goes, SPOT
and its talent/entertainment

value comes and goes, and
clubs like the Pro-life Club

or Math Clubs come and go
depending on whether or not
there are students to lead

them." Horton said, "Theatre

clubs are the same, if no one

steps up or there's no inter-
est, then there's no theatre.

The only difference is, when
musicals and plays have be-
come almost habitual - peo-
ple notice when they're miss-
ing. I'd love to see someone
make theatre happen again."

Professor Susan Lip-
scomb wants to encourage a
rekindled interest in Hough-
ton productions through fae-
ulty intervention. She, along
with professors Gaerte and
Wardwell are working to-
wards bringing a director as
resident on campus for the

upcoming three years. The di-
rector would come and spend
four weeks working solely
on producing a play along-
side Houghton students. The
cost of this residency would
be paid for by an applica-
tion of the Van Gorden Fund,
which is dedicated to nurtur-

ing English, theater, and the
arts. The three-year pilot will
be vetted for a continuation

of the program in subsequent
years.

Professor Wardwell sees

theater as an important com-
ponent to life on a college
campus. In his view, theater
serves a human, not just
educational, benefit. Horton

agrees, "The stage is a medi-
um that can truly be used as a
platform or arena for conver-
sations of all kinds and of all

tennperatures - perhaps even
some of the edgy conversa-
tions Houghton has been
avoiding over the last few
years? Acting also encour-
ages those on stage to truly
put themselves in the shoes
of others, and sometimes

even legitimize estranged
people groups or taboo top-
ics. Regardless of theatre's
social value, it is entertain-

ing, and we all know Hough-
ton can never have enough of
that during the cold winter
months."*


