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Seven Months Since Graduation
Recent Houghton alu

SYLVIA MORROW Center said, "It's definitely not
easy to return home after being

Recent graduate James Del- away for four years at college,
venthal joked, "Best part of be- but I'm very thankful for the op-
ing done....laughing at the rest portunity to save some money
of you from afar....I AM KID- and to spend time making art."
DING!" In reality, Houghton's Similarly, Sarah Hutchin-

May 2014 graduates described son, now working at Jericho
a diverse range of experiences Road Community Health Cen-
and emotions as they have been ter in Buffalo said she has
navigating their first year out of struggled with budgeting now
undergraduate studies and for that she has to balance daily ex-
most, away from the place they penses with "big items like rent
had spent the past four years of and loans." Sarah Munkittrick,
their lives. now living in Sydney, Australia

One of the few common also expressed being caught off
threads described by recent guard by the cost of "internet,
graduates was the challenge electricity, rent, food... Things
of establishing firm financial that are just available for you
footing. Danny Kim, now a at college that in the real world
first year medical student at you have to pay for."
Saint Louis University School Graduates who have moved

of Medicine noted that even into the workforce had mixed

the small things like "breakfast reactions to the adjustment of
cereals and chocolate milk" no longer being in school. Da-
add up. Freelance videogra- vid Richards, who recently
pher Steve McCord is living returned to Houghton to start
with his parents "because it's working as an assistant coach
cheap and there's free food." for track and field said he has
Amy Coon who is also living found it challenging to go with-
at home while employed as an out "the structure" provided
artist in residence at a Clay Arts by student life. Similarly Coon

mni face th
said, "I actually miss paper
writing and assignments. I felt
like I was actively learning. In
the real world, you're learning
but in a less intentional way."

On the other hand, William
Strowe, who works as an in-
terim student ministries direc-

ton expressed relief and said
the best part of being done with
college is "not worrying about
researching, writing, or receiv-
ing grades on papers." Hutchin-
son said working a nine to five
job has given her considerably
more free time compared to her
time in college where between
homework, work-study, and
extracurricular activities she al-

ways felt like there was some-
thing she ought to be doing.
Now, she said, she feels like her
"personal growth has skyrock-
eted."

Like many other graduates
who have found the change
socially challenging, Jessica
Miller, now a research coordi-
nator at the University of Penn-
sylvania's Positive Psychology
Center said it's taken her longer
to get to know people than it did

e world after college
at Houghton. However, she also "Ahhhhhhhhh---ask me in a
shared that she has already run few months!", and Coon said,
into other Houghton alumni, "When you graduate, the pos-
"People always say that Hough- sibilities are endless, but it's
ton follows you everywhere, more scary and overwhelming
and I was happy to discover that than exciting." Munkittrick
to be true." said, "I have no idea what next

Moving forward some grad- year looks like, still trying to
uates, said they do not expect figure out next week!"
much change in what they will However, Jason Orlando,
be doing at this time next year. who is about to go to Airborne
Others, such as Hannah Lily school and continue training to
who is an Assistant Manager at be a special forces medic said,
a Cenex Convenience Store, are "I found I was fairly prepared
still searching for a more per- for life after college." Similar-
manent situation. Lily said, "in ly, James Vitale, who is pursu-
a year I hope to be working as ing a Master of Divinity from
a high level marketing execu- Luther Seminary, said, "even
tive...or at least have a market- in the midst of all this change
ing job" but since graduation I feel I am a well rounded, well
she has learned that "sometimes, adjusted person in general, and
having a degree means abso- I definitely have Houghton to
lutely nothing! ...sometimes thank for that." Tyler Miller
I think it's my work ethic that who is now a full-time teacher
will actually take me places." in Olean said, "I enjoy being

Inevitably graduation does able to put my education to use
not quell all doubts. Many re- out in the real world. You get
cent graduates have no clear vi- a little antsy to see if you can
sion of where they will be this make it out here while you are
time next year such as Strowe in school, and it is really fun
who said, "I'm just going with and exciting to put yourself to
the flow!" Hutchinson said, the test." *

Brothers, Sisters, Teammates
BETHANY CHESEBRO

Many pairs of siblings attend
Houghton, but one aspect of
their college experience height-
ens through their relationship as
teammates. Brothers Jared and

Jesse Toth and sisters Lindsay
and Hattie Burgher have expe-
rienced life at Houghton as both
fellow students and teammates.

Sophomore Jesse Toth's de-
cision to attend Houghton last
year came almost completely
from the fact that his older

brother, now a fifth year senior,
Jared attended Houghton. Jesse
and Jared had the opportunity to
play on their high school's soc-
cer team together for one year,
while Jared was a senior and

Jesse a first year. Because of an
injury during Jared's sophomore
year playing for Houghton, he
gained an extra season of eligi-
bility. He was able to play for
an additional season and this

was "surprisingly a blessing" to
Jesse. He said, "Playing with my
brother in high school was one
of the best experiences I ever
had and I wasn't about to pass up
playing two years with him here
at Houghton."

The brothers shared noth-

ing but positive experiences and
benefits of attending the same
college and playing on the same
team They said the biggest ben-
efit they bring to their team is
their chemistry and understand-
ing of each other on the field.
While playing together, Jesse
says "we constantly know what
the other person is thinking"
which is what makes being on
the field together fun and excit-
ing. Jared describes their experi-
ence as "unexplainable" because
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COURTESY OF HATTIE BURGHEF

Junior Hattie (left) and Lindsay Burgher'13.

there is nothing like being able
to "battle everyday on the soccer
field with your brother."

When asked to share a mem-

orable experience they've had
while being at the same college,
both Jesse and Jared described

hard-fought soccer victories.

Both games were ones they were
not expected to win, but they
both credited their victories to

their brother's hard work This

year being Jared's last season, he
shares he was glad he got to play
his college soccer career with
his "own blood" and is proud of
what his brother has brought to
the team.

Lindsay and Hattie Burgher
bring a slightly different relation-
ship to the aspect of sibling team-
mates because their relationship
broadens to one of a player and
coach. Junior Hattie Burgher's

decision to attend Houghton
came with a bonus, having her
sister already on campus. Her
sister, now assistant volleyball
coach, Lindsay Burgher, was
a senior when Hattie started at

Houghton so they only played
one year on Houghton's volley-
ball team together. Hattie said,

"I wish I had more than one year
of playing with her... but I'm so
grateful for that one year."

Both sisters commented on

the reward they've received in
watching their sister grow and de-
velop as a player, and for Hattie,
seeing Lindsay as a coach. Lind-
say and Hattie played two years
of volleyball together in high
school, but Lindsay said "I val-
ued playing with her a lot more
than in high school, because I
wanted to make the most of (what
I thought was) our time playing
together for the one season we
had." When thinking of her tran-
sition from player to coach, Lind-
say shared how "natural" it was
to have Hattie at her school and

as a teammate, but the struggles it
brought transitioning into a lead-
ership role. Lindsay had to learn
to balance her relationship as a
sister, friend and now a coach.

Hattie's most memorable

experience with her sister at col-
lege was hearing about her recent
engagement. Hattie shared her
excitement in being able to "revel
in that monumental moment with

her and to see the ring and give
her a hug" which is something she
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Sophomore Jesse (left) and Senior Jared Toth.

would not have been able to do if

Lindsay wasn't still at Houghton.
However, Lindsay's presence on
campus brought some struggles,
as Hattie stated "we are sisters."

She said of her sisters coaching
position, "she legitimately has the
right to boss me around" but said
that their relationship would ex-
perience some arguments which
is natural and expected.

Lindsay's greatest experience
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has been watching her younger
sister "transform before her

eyes" on the court and work to
earn her position as a leader on
the team. Lindsay is grateful for
the opportunities she's been giv-
en while at Houghton with her
sister and said, "Whether coach-
ing or playing, I am proud and
thankful we can continue to be a

part of the Houghton volleyball
program together." *
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